Reverend Brother, 


HE time of Lent now approaching, which has 
been anciently and very Chriſtianly ſet apart, for 
penitential '/ humiliation of Soul and Body, for 

Faſting and Weeping and Praying, all which you know 
are very frequently inculcated in Holy Scripture, as the 
moſt effectual means we can uſe, to avert thoſe Judg- 
ments our ſins have deſerv'd ; I thought it moſt agree- 
able to that Character which, unworthy as [ am, I ſu- 
ſtain, to call you and all my Brethren of the Clergy to 
mourning ; to mourning for your own (ins, and to mourning 
for the ſins of the Nation. 


| In making ſuch an addreſs to' you as this, I follow 

: example of Sr. Cyprian, that bleſſed Biſhop and Mar- 

t, who from his retirement wrote an: excellent Epiſtle #p. 1. 84i. 
jo us Clergy , moſt worthy of your ſerious petuſal, ex- 

wrting them, by publick Prayers and Tears to appeaſe 

i Anger of God, which they then actually fele, and 

ch we may juſtly fear. 


| Remember that to keep ſuch' a Faſt as God has choſen, 

'$not cnough for you to affiift your own ſoul, but you 

ult alſo according to Your ability, deal your bread to fe. 58. 5,7. 
* Hungry: and the rather, becauſe we have not onely* 

| A 2 uſual 


by rp i 
” . " $0" - hls 2 
3 V 4 Wh 297 ” > Po vp the 3 CORES "* &. CAS J MENS) Es 
5 I'd F > . , $20 ” F pi 4 M0 Fs > of OOO ETD 7 , WE IEES 4 TR. 25 EE: AER NO SR: 0 We Fe bis odecld i hikes 2 - * 
] y 5, Ke SELWs ; A Lot e 0 ISI 1 eter eat ee. 95 HERS a SI. _” *:-— ny YE os Rs at ont AE TS WOE. a. Rad i ALY s 
a ; ek. * eg” FR, Ware es a nn)» a0 _ OW >!) fy ORE pe EIS "eas. oe 2 A. £7 wh AE TOI. ky Ore. * OREN a2 © ill { ey bs 
5 - f :4 Ce Ae OE OR og Es Cs B04. 1: 4 1M To PI OO LA SO POE ry + a \ ogthns TEL ek SEV _ Cr AG 
g 3 I48E + vp WO: RR WE. . KO 0E. "SY At 4 Ko WY a; k » wy 644% D PT. b 6 x 
'D WALL; ed c 6 * Oy , . bs 3k Y 4 T0 PIN 
5 © 4 5 £ ” N j4 i, - vi »” 
# " - 2 v I; 
> 
Xf F 


'© 8 5 F 4 LORE "N " 
x FI —_ + "3 ” 4, 
_ EL +: 
L : [7 


Uſual objects of Charity to relieve, but many 
reſtant Nxeangers are. naw fled hither for -Sa 
take in and Cheri 


we 


That you may perform the office of a publick Inter. 
ceflour the mare afliduoufly, I beg of you ro fay daily ir 
yaur Clol.t, OT i YQUT Fanuly, or rather in both, all 


this time of Abſtinenc:, the $1/i. Plalm, and the other 


Prayers which follow i in the Communation, Icould 
with alſo that you would frequently read and mcdirate 
anihe Lamentations of Jeremy, which Holy Gregory Nazi. 
axxgx was wont to doe, and the reading of which meked 
lum into the like Lamentations, as affected che Prophet 
waklt when he Pen'd them. 


| Bur your greateſt Zeal muſt be cnc for the Publick 


Prayers, in the conſtant devout uſe of which, the Pub- I 

lick Safety bath of Church and State is highly concern'd:| 

bc, furc; then to offer up to.Gad cvery day Dy ale 
' at le; 


and Evening Prayer z offer it upin your Fam 
ralex as far as your circumſtances may pottibly per 
" offex it: up in the Church, eſpecially if you live in 
a. and ay over the Litany every Morning 
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Aſendlies, but go 

gell known for a ſure 

or but with on- 

God's Remembrancer, keep 

weft, til He eftabliſh, till He ma 


earth, 


The firſt facred Council of Nice, for which the Chrt- 

ſtan world has always had a great and juſt veneration, 
ordains a Provincial Synod to be held before Lem, that all ** * 
Diſenſuons being taken away a pure oblation might be offer'd 
up 10 God, namely of Prayers and Faſting and Alms, and 
Tears, which might produce a comfortable Commrtr- 
non at the following Eaſter: and chat in this Diocefe, 
we may in ſome degree unnate fo Primrve a praftice, 

q 1 cxhort you to endeavour all you can, to reconcile 

| differences, to reduce thoſe that go aſtray, ro promote 
uruverlal Charity towards all that diffenr from yor, 
and to put on. as the Elef4 of God, holy and beloved, bowels ov. 312 
of mercies, kindneſs, humbleneſs of ntind,, meekneſs, Jong- 
ſuffering, forbearing one. another and *ſorgiving one. anther, 
even as Chrift forgaue you. 


[' pathonately befecch you to reade over daily your 
Ordwation Vows, to examine your felf how you ob- 
ſerve them, and in the Prayers that are in thar Office, 
fervently to ungorrune God for the affiſtance of His 
good Spirus, that you may conſcieanontly perform _ 

each : 
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| Teach publickly, and from houſe to houſe, and warn every one 

; night and, day with Tears; warn thern' to repent, to faſt 
and to pray, and co give Alms, ard'to bring forth fruir 
meet for repentance; warn them to continue ſtedfaft in thar 
faith -once delivered to the. Saints, in which they were 
baptiz'd, to keep the word of God's Patience, that God my 
keep them in the hour of Temptation; warn them again(t 
the ſins and the errours of the age; warn them to de- 
precate publick judgments, and co mourn for publick 
Proyocations. 


No one can reade God's holy Word but he will ſec 


"ſ that the greateſt Saints have been the greateſt Mourners: | 
| . 


' 13 Dayid wept whole Rivers, Jeremy wept ſore, and bis Eye; 
Ea. ran down in ſecret places day and night like a Fountain ; 
L299 3— Daruel mourned three full weeks, and did eat no pleaſan 


; Jead, and ſought God by prayer and ſupplications, with faſl- | 
_—_ a, ad lack:lotl and ages; St. Paul was humbled and 
3Phil18.-- bewgiled and wept for the {ins of others; and our Lord 
1941- himſelf when He beheld the City wept over it. Learn then 
| -, of theſe great Saints, learn of our moſt compaſſionate 
['» Saviour, to weep for the publick, and weeping to pray, 
that we may know in this our day, the things that belong 
t0 our peace, left they be hid from our eyes. 


To mourn for National Guile, in which all ſhare, 15 

a duty incumbent on all, but eſpecially on Prieſts, who 

4 are particularly commanded ro weep ard to ſay, Spare 7 ly 
"Je -17- people, 0 Lord, and give not Thine Heritage to reproacV, 
3 that God may repent of the evil, and become jealous for Hs 
Land, and pity His people. Þc 


OY 


rad than ſuch Mourners as theſe ; there is a mark ſet by 55 © ol 
um on all that ſigh and cry for the abominations of the = || 
Ld, the deſtroying Angel is forbid to hurt any of them, Þ © | 
ty are all God's peculiar care, and ſhall all have cither 
weſeat deliverance, or ſuch ſupports and confolations, 
s ſhall abundantly endear their Calamity. 


' F affurd that none arc mare tenderly regarded by 


| Now the God of all Grace, who hath called you unto His 
teal Glory by Chriſt Jeſus, make you perfeft, flabliſh, 
hengthen, ſettle you in the true Catholick and Apoſtolick 
fath profeſs'd in the Church of England, and enable 
501 to adorn that Apoſtolick Faith with an Apoſtolick 
ample and Zeal, and give all our whole Church 
nat timely repentance, thoſe broken and contrite hearts, 
hat ol Fs age yl may all pins. ſow in 
eas, and 1n Ss good time may all p entityl]y WILLEaP 
Jo. _” 


= the Palace in Well; 
Febr » I7. 1687. | Four aſſet 


Friend and By 


